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.FOR SECRETARY FROM AMBASSADOR BUNKER fcjyJu^L NARA. tw 

• fl t ^ 

j 

• J* AFTER .TALKING WITH YOU I IMMEDIATELY VENT TO SEE ppppthfajt tutpi» 
TO PREPORT ON MY FINAL CONVERSATION* THE VICE PRESIDEN? JSfp?nI HIEU 
/MINISTER* ( AND PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT OUC WERE S?!lL WITH HIM? 

op Tr t mJm*y J. H f«M r I H L» /? 5S£ E !! r , W0ULD W0T WAKE THE ANNOUNCEMENT AS 
: FOR 0900 SAIGON TIME# BUT WOULD M^KE- A 

Aur>f£^ Jfl® E SPEECH* THE PRESIDENT HAD DECIDED THAT HE MUST GO 

E A S?SSsi 2 It?^m 1 v NF ? 5 So E Scp T {! E .u^ EE P res ^^NTIAL CANDIDATES WHO ALL 

lAY^O^Ol^THAT^o^SSm^ft^AT^^S?* *f THE RESIDENT ASKED ME TO 
^AT TO YOU THAT YOU SHOULD NOT BE DISHEARTENED Gft DTSCQftAftrn wr 

•WOULD SAT SOME VERY FINE THINGS ABOUT VIET NAM IN HIS SPEECH\!m 

cnppnoT^np^vJ? ASSURE YOU THAI 1 WE INTEND TO CONTINUE OUR FIRM 
SUPPORT OF YOUR COUNTRY AND Y;OUR GOVERNMENT*'UE INTEND TO roNTTwnr 

™ WS* IMETHER WITH YOU TO (ACHIEVE ffiwf iroSf IOM?£e E 
ARE ALL SORRY THAT WE COULD NOT BE TOGETHER ON THIS*** . 

j • I 

Jir I2I?*,5!I XE ?.,!2 E IF IHE Tc< 5 countries; had been informed or 

THE DECISION, AND I SAID THEY. WERE BEING INFORMED, { 

I * • I 


0ivElHEM U TO TH Y0U R AHE S GAVE^fEM E T0 H ^P J0lNTE0 ' AND 1 WIuj 

1 j 

A ± £ yES £ WHETHER WE WILL ACHIEVE THE RESULT | 

VE «£- E £ FOR* OUR FIRM PURPOSE IS TO HAVE SERIOUS TALKS 

Mner C | T kIiAi WI Ii?A[iJ N 2J T0 ACHIEVE PEACE AND PROGRESS* THE ! 
MOST LEGAL RIGHT OF OUR GOVERNMENT IS NOT TO ACCEPT SERIOUS ; 

TALKS WITH HANOI WITH THE NLFi AS AN INDEPENDENT ENTITY. ' 

?.% Z?»P. W S!i ER D0U8TED THE SINCERITY OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON • 
AND THE US GOVERNMENT.NOT TO RECOGNIZE THE NLF AND ITS 

HaE^IFKS^f ™ ™ S ^0W« ”oBLEMS : 

HERE*. IF V£ HAD GONE INTO THESE TALKS WITH THE NLF IT WOULD i 

I * * . m I ^ • 4 « • < ^ * 
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- HAVE MEANT THE DISINTEGRATION OF THE NATION. THE STATE MUST , 

•HAVE STABILITY, not trouble; NOT INSTABILITY! THAT IS OUR 
r; iGRAVEST CONCERN, 

• . * t 

•••' • C *1 AM SORRY I CANNOT JOIN THE JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT. 

iVobK FORWARD TO THE SPEECH OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON BEFORE . 

• I MAKE ANY SPEECH TO THE NATION. PLEASE ASSURE PRESIDENT 
< " JOHNSON THAT I WILL CONTINUE.TO HAVE iTHE GREATEST GRATITUDE 
. TO HIM AND THE US GOVERNMENT. I THINK-WE HAVE TO AWAIT 
^-DEVELOPMENTS NOW OF THE SITUATION AFTER WE SEE HOW WE 
V. COULD PROCEED TO FIND THE WAY TO PEACE WITH HANOI. 

/ xo 7HXS I REPLIED I HOPE WE WILL {FIND A WAY OUT OF THIS SITUATION 


• WE; ARE FACED WITH A PRACTICAL SITUATION WITH THE NLF, AND THAT IS 
WHY WE PROPOSED THE OUR SIDE/YOUR SIDE FORMULA* IT IS A /ACT OF 

• LIFE. THE NLF IS NOT RECOGNIZED BY YOjU OR US, AND OUR WHOLE 

PURPOSE IS TO FIND A WAY AROUND THIS [PROBLEM SO AS TO GET ON WITH 
SERIOUS PEACE TALKS, THAT IS WHAT WE WILL TRY TO DO IN THE PERIOD 
WHICH LIES AHEAD. ! 

| * ♦* j 

•'6. THIEU ASKED THE VICE;PRESIDENT. IF HE.HAD ANYTHING TO SAY, AND 
■ HE SHOOK HIS HEAP. BUNKER .. . .. ; : 
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